
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Worship at 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

STORY CITY, IOWA 
Stephen Anenson, Senior Pastor 

Kurt Jensen, Associate Pastor 
Michelle Becker, Youth Ministry Team Member 

 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter                                      April 21, 2013 

 
We Hear God’s Word  
 The Prelude  
  The Opening Hymn  
  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                           No. 11 
 The Prayer 
 The Time for Greeting 
 The Announcements  
 The Worship Song 
 “Spirit Song”                                                                  No. 384 
 
We Hear Our Confirmands Express their Faith 
 The Confirmation Talks – Group 1 
 The Order for Affirmation of Baptism                              See insert 
 The Service of Holy Communion for the Confirmands                 
 
We Hear God’s Word 
 The Lesson – II Timothy 4:6-8 

6
 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, 

and the time for my departure is near. 
7
 I have fought the 

good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
8
 

Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that 
day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for 
his appearing. 

The Gospel – John 10:22-30 
22

 Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It 
was winter, 

23
 and Jesus was in the temple courts walking in 

Solomon’s Colonnade. 
24

 The Jews who were there gathered 
around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? 
If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”  

25
 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. 

The works I do in my Father’s name testify about me, 
26

 but 
you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 

27
 My 

sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 
28

 I 
give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will 



snatch them out of my hand. 
29

 My Father, who has given 
them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of 
my Father’s hand. 

30
 I and the Father are one.”  

 
We Hear Our Confirmands Express their Faith 
 The Confirmation Talks – Group 2 
   
We Respond to God’s Blessings 
 The Offering 
   
We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed in Song and Word 
 The Anthem    
  “Let Us Serve Him”                                                 Price, Besig  
   The Senior Choir – Susan Amensen, Director 
 The Sermon                                                            
         “Finishing Well the Race of Life”                    Pastor Anenson 
 The Hymn                           
  “May the Mind of Christ, My Savior”          (vs.1,2,5,6) No. 568 

 
We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
 The Prayers of Praise and Intercession 
 The Lord's Prayer 
 The Benediction 
 The Closing Hymn 
  “Be Strong in the Lord”                                                  No. 734 
   The Ministry of Prayer 
 The Postlude 
 

 

Organist: Milianna Carlson 

Candlelighter: Spencer Dodgen 

Ushers:  Andy Johnson, Cole Johnson, Tom Hunt, Nancy 
McMenamin, Gary & Judy Hested 

Greeters: Tim & Gail Nordholm 

Reader: Brooke Huffaker 

Nursery Attendant: Krista Mehl, Monica Mehl 

Sound Engineer: Jim Oberender 

 

We welcome you to God's house today and we trust that you will be 
encouraged and uplifted. Special welcome to relatives, sponsors and 
other guests here today for Confirmation Sunday. 

 

Confirmation Day. This morning ten young people will confess their 
faith in Christ from the pulpit and at the altar. Pray for them as they 
continue their Christian walk in life. 
    We gratefully acknowledge the nurturing of all parents, baptismal 
sponsors, families, and teachers whose loving guidance has been so 
important in making their day possible. Special thanks to Cathy 
McKim who helped with the ninth grade class for part of the year. 
 

Confirmation Flowers. The altar flowers and the corsages are given 
by the congregation in honor of the confirmands. 
 

Our confirmands received a cross as a gift before the service today 
from the local Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Chapter. Jaynee 
Christian, one of our Thrivent advocates, presented the crosses. 
 

Thanks to the 8th grade confirmation class for making the red 
confirmation banner for our service today. 
 

A short service of Holy Communion will be held in the chapel 
immediately following our worship service today. Everyone is 
welcome. 
 

Coffee Fellowship. You are invited to the social hall following the 
service today for a time of fellowship and refreshment.  
 

If you would like a copy of the service today, including the 
confirmation speeches, CDs will be available. Please call or stop by 
the church office if you are interested in having a copy. 
 

If you have a prayer need this morning, you may use the back of the 
white card in the pew rack and place the request in the Prayer Box in 
the narthex by the coat rack. You may also mention prayer needs to 
the pastors directly. 
 

Adult Class: Spiritual Simplicity, Discover a More Meaningful Pace 
of Life. If you crave simplicity and yearn for peace, this video study is 
for you. Through biblical teaching and practical insights, Chip Ingram 
goes beyond so-called quick fixes. He speaks to men and women 
who know what they need to do, but find it next to impossible to 
break free of the "too many good and important things" that flood 
their lives. The thesis is shockingly simple: Spiritual simplicity can 
only occur when we do less and love more.  

 Spiritual Simplicity continues each Sunday through May at 

8:30 A.M. in the Social Hall. Optional study guides with excellent 
notes, questions and take-home ideas are available for $8. 



Attendance last Sunday:  221 
 

Young Adults. Hang out with other young adults, share great food 
and grow together! Childcare is provided in the nursery during the the 
video/Bible study from 4-5. We will eat together at 5:00 P.M. Join us 
today in the social hall.  
 

A New Member Sunday has been set for May 5. Please call the 
church office or talk to the pastors if you are interested in joining.  
 

We are looking for an adult/parent who would be willing to help out 
with high school youth group on Wednesday, May 1, from 7:30-9 P.M. 
We are going on a little field trip. Please contact Michelle at 
immanuelymt@iowatelecom.net or 515.418.8456.  
 

Next Sunday, following the worship service, we will have our second 
special forum to discuss the possibility of a full time staff person in 
the area of youth and educational ministry. Board members will share 
information and there will be time for you to ask questions and give 
your input. 
 

Help is needed for Riverside Bible Camp’s Clean Up Day Saturday, 

April 27 beginning at 8:30 A.M. Come for an hour or for all day. 
 

Anyone interested in being a part of the Lawn Chair Brigade for the 
Scandinavian Days Parade please contact the church office 
(733.24972) or Susan Amensen (733.2661).  
 

Congratulations to Matthew Valen who will receive his Eagle Scout 
Award this afternoon at a special ceremony at Riverside Bible Camp. 
Matthew is the son of Mike & Sue Valen. Congratulations Matthew! 
 
Reminders 

 The Children's Activity Bulletins are available from the ushers for 
young children. 

 Nursery facilities are available across from the restrooms on the 
main floor of the educational wing.  Please feel free to take your 
child there if needed during the service.  

 Tune in to the Immanuel Lutheran Radio Broadcast each Sunday 

morning at 8 A.M. on KASI Radio (AM 1430).  

 The spring issue of “The Lutheran Digest” is on the shelf in the 
narthex. 

 The “Our Daily Bread” devotional books for this quarter are also 
available on the shelf in the narthex. Large print devotionals are 
there as well. 

 

Baskets of Hope 

 
Spring Mission Project 

      Immanuel Sunday school youth will be collecting donations for 
personal care kits for the children of Guatemala through ORI (Orphan 
Resource International). These items are very important for the ongoing 
health and wellbeing of the children in orphanage care.  The items 
collected will be going down with a mission group from the US and 
Canada in July, and will be distributed to the children that live at 
Fundaninos Orphanage in Guatemala. (Fundaninos.org/Fundaninos.net) 
     We are collecting donations of toothbrushes, toothpaste, bar soap, 
shampoo, deodorant, nail clippers, combs, and brushes.  We will gladly 
accept cash donations to offset the cost of shipping the items also. We 
will be collecting these items on April 28, May 5, May 12, and May 19. 
For more information please contact Callie Henrichs at 733.0055. Thank 
you in advance for your support.   
 
 
 

 

 
 

Pray & Praise Corner 
As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 

 The families of loved ones killed in the explosions in Boston 
and Texas, as well as those injured that they may know 
God’s healing. 

We praise God for: 

 His shining light of hope and care in the midst of the 
darkness of this world. 

 The witness of our 10 confirmands today. 

 

mailto:immanuelymt@iowatelecom.net


Youth Activities 

 

Service Project Night!!! This Wednesday, 8th-12th graders, 6-9 P.M. 

Meet at church at 6 P.M. for a pizza supper. 

We will split into a few groups for different projects, then head 

out to Riverside to clean up, fix up, and help out to get 

everything ready for the summer (so soon). 

We will work on our projects from 6:30 – 8 P.M. and then head 

to campfire hill for a campfire, s’mores, and maybe even glow 

stick capture the flag from 8-9 P.M. (If it is too cold, we will 

have warmer, yet equally fund alternatives.) 

We will be back at Immanuel at 9 P.M. for pick-up. 

8th Graders – This is your confirmation for the week. If you are 

unable to stay until 9, please let Michelle know, and 

arrangements can be made. 

 

High School Youth Group 

 Service Project Night this Wednesday, 6-9 P.M. at Riverside. 

Campfire/Youth Group/Games from 8-9 at Riverside. 

 Upcoming Youth Group events. 

 Wednesday, May 1 – Youth Group from 7:30-9 P.M. Bring $5. 

We are going to head to Jewell for the season opening of 

Sweet Treat’s Ice Cream. We will eat some ice cream, then 

head back to the church for games and fellowship. 

 Wednesday, May 8 – Youth Group from 7:30 – 9 P.M. Come 

celebrate the last youth group of the year with us! It is going 

to be epic! 

 Congratulations Confirmands! We are so excited to continue 

celebrating with you on May 5, from 11 A.M. – 2 P.M. Meet in the 

youth room right after church, we will head to Ames for worship, 

and then lunch, on us. 

 

Middle School Youth Group 

 No Youth Group Today! 

 Next Sunday, April 28th – Youth Group from 3:30 – 5 P.M. Bring 

your walking shoes, we are going on a little bit of an adventure. 

 Stay tuned for summer programming information in the next few 

weeks. 

April 21 – 28, 2013 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 
Sunday, April 21 – Confirmation Sunday 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School Classes 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship – Confirmation Service 
10:45 A.M. Coffee Fellowship  
10:45 A.M. Service of Holy Communion in chapel 
4:00 P.M. Young Adults Bible Study & Supper 

 
Monday, April 22 

 
Tuesday, April 23 
      9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting 
 
Wednesday, April 24 

8:30 A.M. Women’s Bible Study on 2 Peter 
6:00 P.M. Pizza Supper & Service Project Night for 8th-12th 

Graders  
6:30 P.M. Junior Choir  
6:30 P.M. Pizza Supper for Trinity Class 
7:00 P.M. Trinity Class – Bible Study on Revelations 

 
Thursday, April 25 

6:30 P.M. Bethany Life Communities Annual Meeting  
 
Friday, April 26 
 
Saturday, April 27 
 8:00 A.M. Men of Immanuel 
 8:30 A.M. Riverside Work Day 
   
Sunday, April 28 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School Classes 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship – Primary Singers Sing 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship  
10:30 A.M. Special Forum 
3:30 P.M. JH Youth Group 
 



CONFIRMATION VERSES 

Each of the Confirmands today have chosen a favorite Bible 
passage and will speak from the pulpit some personal thoughts on 
what Jesus means to them. They have written their talks on their 
own and will give them in the following order. 
 
 

Group 1 

Bill Joslin Revelation 2:10     
  
 Be faithful unto death, and I will give you 

the crown of life. 
  
Grant Waline Ephesians 6:10  
    
 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the 

strength of his might.  
  
Brooke Huffaker 1 Corinthians 13:4, 7, 13  
  
     Love is patient, love is kind. It does not 

envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It 
always protects, always trusts, always 
hopes, always perseveres. And now these 
three remain: faith, hope and love. But the 
greatest of these is love.  

 
Lily Rathmacher Proverbs 3:5-6   
  
 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do 

not rely on your own insight. In all your 
ways acknowledge him, and he shall make 
straight your paths.  

  
Gunder Howe John 3:16 
     
 For God so loved the world that he gave his 

one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 

Group 2 

Brandon McCoy Psalm 37:5  
    
 Commit your way to the Lord; trust in Him 

and he will act.  
     
Lucas Keigley Psalm 27:1  
    
 The Lord is my light and salvation; whom 

shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of 
my life; of whom shall I be afraid?   

 
Alexa Whipple Psalm 139:23-24     
 
 Search me, God, and know my heart; test 

me and know my anxious thoughts. See if 
there is any offensive way in me, and lead 
me in the way everlasting. 

 
Cole Matheason Job 23:10 
     
 But he knows the way that I take; when he 

has tested me, I will come forth as gold. 
 
Tyler Hovick Psalm 46:1   
   
 God is our refuge and strength, an ever-

present help in trouble. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM SERVICE 
 

THE INVITATION TO COME TO THE ALTAR 
 

THE CHARGE TO THE PARENTS 
 

THE CONFESSION OF FAITH 

Pastor: After completing all the confirmation requirements of this 
congregation, we rejoice that you now desire to make public 
profession of your faith and assume greater responsibility in the 
life of our Christian community and its mission in the world. 
 

In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made 
you members of his Church. In the community of God’s people, 
you have learned from his Word God’s loving purpose for you 
and all creation. You have been nourished at his holy table and 
called to be witnesses to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

Now, therefore, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, 
reject sin, and confess the faith of the Church, the faith in which 
we baptize. 
 

Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his 
empty promises? 

 

Response: I do. 
 

P: Do you believe in God the Father? 
 

R: I believe in God the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 

 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 

R: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    and born of the Virgin Mary; 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell; 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 

R: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Christian church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

THE PROMISE 

P: Dear Confirmands, You have made public profession of your 
faith. Do you intend: 

 to continue in the covenant God made with you in Holy 
Baptism: 

  to worship among God’s people, 
  to hear his Word and share in his supper, 

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word 
and deed, 

to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
 

R: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

P: Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in ____________ the 
gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm their faith, guide their lives, 
empower them in their serving, give them patience in suffering, 
and bring them to everlasting life. 

 

P: Let us pray. Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit you 
have made these men and women your own. You forgave them 
all their sins and brought them to newness of life. Continue to 
strengthen them with the Holy Spirit, and daily increase in them 
your gifts of grace and wisdom. Help them sense their 
important place in the community of faith. Through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION FOR THE CONFIRMANDS 
 

THE BENEDICTION 
 

 
 


